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SOQURCE 


lismbers of the Ukrainian Underground iho Live Legally 


1. Although it is impossible to say how many members of the underground or 
what porcentage of the total live legally as citizens of the Soviet Unico, 
there ere five main categories of persons who, in a manner of speaking, 
icad double existences. That is, they are persons who live legally and 
overtly but who are secretly members of the underground “reserve corps" 
at the same time. These categories are listed in descending order of 
importence to the underground, which corresponds to the number of persons 
found in each category: 


a. Farmers and their sona 


b. Workers in cities, towns, industrial areas, ote. 


ce. Bxiles in Siberia : rir 
fa i 
dad. Draftees in the Soviet Army gj Bo te 
6. ilembers of Commmnist organizations a) NOW 
Fe eho 


2. The Ukrainian underground finds its greatest support among farmers. Since 

' the end of the Second World Var, many UPA members were instructed to return 
home and to legelize their existence at the first opportunity. The confusion 
which attended the close of the war and, leter in 1946 ani 1947, the mass 
forsed evacuation of Ukrainien femilies from beth sides of the present 

SSR-Polish border offered excellent opportunities for partisans to slip 

back into legal livelihoods without being noticed. The security and supply 
problems of the underground at the ond of the war demended that the total 
munber of pertisans in the woods be reduced. The systematic return of 
underground personnel to civilian life therefore became standard prackice. 
Naturally, many farmers who furnished food end shelter to partisans had 
never gone underground. Currontly most of the farmers who contribute 
services and supplics to the underground are not members of any of the 
underground's organizations in any strict sensee Since there is practically 
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no rural family in the Weatern Ulraine which does not have a relative or 
elose friend who is in or has beou in the underground, the UPA and all other 
branches of the underground depend on this section of the civilian population 
more than eny other, If the peasants were not sympathetic to the partisans, 
the latter could not oxist. 


3... Many members of the underground who lead normal, overt existences live 
in cities or towns or factory areas. Western Ukrainian youths are often 
sent to work in the Eastern Ukraine, particularly in the coal mines. 

These youths have spread resistance movement propaganda, formed cells, 
sto., in the factories. City dwellers who have contact with small govern 
nent officials often render valuable services to the underground, For 
example, a person whith a friend in a printing office can arrange to have 
travel suthorizetions or work orders made. Since all importent identity 
documents met have official stampe and seals on them, the importance of 
such contacts is readily understandable. 


4. Naturally, deportess in Siberia are unable to render any direct service to 
the underground forces in the Ukraine. They are able, however, to spread 
fasta about the Ukrainian struggle for liberation among the other exiled 
nationalities. They strive to raise the morale of the other exiles and to 
organise anti-Commmist cells. Thus, Ukrainian nationalists have organized 
anti-Communist sentiment in all areas where they have found themselves. 


& Consonant with the UPA program of keeping the bulk of 4ts potorntiel members 
cut of the woods, meny youths are exccuraged to join the Soviet army when 
‘their age group is called up. By this means tho UPA fives its candidates 
or members two years military training ani. often a specialist's skill. 
in addition, the UPA is able thus to keep abreast of the latest Soviet Arny 
methods end equipment. Soldiers of the Soviet Army tend to be friendly towards 
menbers of the Ukveinian underground and viee versa. Thore ia here a bond 
cf sympathy between the downtrodden. The Soviet Army units which servs in the 
Ukraine spread by word of mouth accounts of UPA. exploits when they are 
stationed outside the Ukraine. The young Ukrainian draftees create colls 
of resistance within the army by orgenizing the malcontents emong their 
comrades, helping to kindle hatred against political officers in each unit, 
ete. In this manner the Ukrainian underground movement has made the Soviet 
Army into one of its greatest indirect allies. 


6. the last category comprising underground members who hide their true 
motivation and lead double lives »y overtly as ardent Coraunists and covertly 
as equelly ardent Ukrainian nationalists, is by far tho emallest group, 
Through past oxperionce the underground has come to view long-range pone- 
tration and sleeper operations with disfavor. In earliar years the under- 
ground did try to slip persons into the VD, Comnunist Perty, eto., bat it 
was found that the results of such operations were negligible in terms of 
information, costly in terms of porsonuel, and almost always a waste of 
tims. The kidnapping and interrogation of an MVD officer, Communist Party 
official, otc., of medium to high level ret ing was always an operation 
more suited to the talents of the underground end ae nore expedient way of 
collecting information. The leaders of the underground also feal that a 
man with enough talent t. rise in the Soviet heirarchy into a position of 
major trust oan better be employed in the underground itself. Sines the 
higher onc climbs in Soviet officlaldom, the more minutely onets past ig 
scrutinized, the undergrcund fears that the background of their man would 
disqualify him for high office. The antiepartisen units of the ‘Vy and 
the MGB ere naturally the prime military and intelligence targets of the 
underground, but usually Ukrainiens ere not found in such units. The 
underground receives information on most phases of life within the Ukraine 
from its om membera, but information on inner workings of Soviet organizations 
is easier to obtain by abduction and interrogation than by mounting long» 
range penetration operations. 
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